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Resilient YMCA Message to foreigners in Japan and all YMCAs in Japan

YMCA We Are Connected Campaign

In the midst of a life-threating situation that no one has ever
experienced, some YMCAs in Japan needed to be closed and
business suspended.

Under such a situation, we have provided more than 10,000
people with assistance, such as nursery schools, school children,
after-school day children, and senior citizen businesses which
support the social infrastructure for medical and administrative
work.

And we started distributing videos from YMCAs nationwide. The
videos included physical exercise and language classes to improve
the health for children, families and members at home for
securing online connections in both directions. We conveyed the
thought, “you are not alone.”

In addition, we aim to build new connections by praying
for others and showing what we can do while staying at
home.

People concerned about YMCA gather and hold online
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Five themes such as children, youth, women, and senior volun-
teers have been set in the joint prayers and it is an initiative to
listen to the people about the current difficulties from each
theme. Our prayers will be connected to an action.

Through our prayers, we learned that foreign students connected
to YMCA had difficulties so the next week, we distributed rice to
2,000 foreign students that led to concrete activities by our prayer
gathering.

170 years ago, in the Industrial Revolution, those who spent the
same time praying supported, and took action for the youth in
difficult times which was the origin of the YMCA movement.

Once again going back to the starting point, we would like to
build a society with a positive network taking steps closer to

people.
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