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Ramy Al-Jelda, another of our Change Agents wrote to me about how are things related to this conflict
and how it is affecting his daily life. Even after being denied permission to cross the border to join us in the
USA for the World Council, he kept his motivation for service while watching the deterioration of the
circumstances in Gaza in the past days. In his plans was also to attend a Youth Conference in India in
August, a travel that, once more, won’t be possible in the light of the ongoing humanitarian catastrophes

in the region.
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He also says he’s “safe” during our Facebook exchanges and I wonder myself how safe is it while at the
same time I am watching television and hearing that there is no such place just now. It is just too many
people for a relatively small geographic area.

Does he feel safe?

“To be honest I feel insecure and unsafe at home!. Nothing to do except praying, tracking news, eating
and a little bit of sleeping hours being afraid of the airstrikes and loud bombardment that may hit my

home at any time.” He says. Reflecting on it, I think “safe” can be easily translated to “alive”.

He shares about his “unbearable stress” on his own words, caused by the “horrifying noises of the
explosions coming from all sides during day and night.” It’s for sure hard to establish any routine to keep
the mind busy but, under all of that, it is clear to me that the flame of hope is there and very alive. He
talks about the inspiration he got from the work as Change Agent in the past months and his memories

from Prague festival.

As I heard and saw that some young leaders of the YMCA are involved in relief activities, I asked about
his involvement and he says: “YMCA GAZA haven't allowed us to go to schools for psychological support as
they are afraid of us being in danger because schools can be a target as it happened with the UNRWA
school... so Hani and Rami and some other youth went to schools by their own and I couldn't make it
because my family didn't allow me to do so but, I'm kind of involved in distributing some goods and foods

with my friends”

“I have a dream to live in peace, move and travel freely and participate easily with youth

empowerment plans similar to all young people in the Y movement around the globe”

As I look at the picture above from Ramy, looking to the horizon, I see young men full of visions and
dreams. He’s a digital artist, a very well educated youngster, and a kind person who is respected by his
fellows in the community yet, a young person feeling the injustices of the world in his skin and heart in
terrible proportions.

As we continue to pray and communicate, we hope that those eyes of hope and confidence looking to the

horizon can lead us to a different reality.
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