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Thank you very much for your prompt action and solidarity. We value your concern and
understanding. Unfortunately, what is happening in Gaza stole my happiness, joy and freedom
obtained in Estes Park. I was not able to enter Gaza so easily as it was difficult to receive an exit

permit from the Israelis to enter Gaza and join my family under the most difficult situation.

Dear Friends,

Greetings to all of you from Gaza. I would like to inform you that the Y community in Gaza is still
safe after the most difficult situation we are passing through. There were several airstrikes near the
premises of YMCA. At present, we closed the premises to the public due to security measures and high
risk of movement. We accommodated the Y guard with his extended family in the premises who flee
from the heavy tank and military boat shelling over two consecutive days in the middle area of the Gaza
Strip (Bureij refugee camp).

We have no electricity since yesterday. I, myself will run out of of drinking water very soon.

Please note the following:

As you may hear from the news, the Israeli government began the ground offensive on Gaza last
Thursday. The heavy bombardment by the Israeli ground force on Shuja'ieh area east of Gaza (one of
the most high densely population in Gaza city) caused a massacre with death toll for children, women
and innocent civilians. 60 civilians were killed and more than 400 casualties most are seriously

injured during yesterday only!

Here are some quotes provided by Yolande Knell a BBC correspondent in Gaza taken from BBC

news this morning with regard to the causalities at the main Gaza hospital:

"The hospital was totally overloaded. For many of us, these were the worst scenes we've ever had, not
only for the density of patients and total overwhelming of our capacity but because of all this pain and
agony," says Norwegian doctor, Mads Gilbert, who has been working in the emergency ward since last
night and has been in Gaza during previous conflicts.

"There were children in enormous pain. Totally devastated families were bringing their dead children

in and lying on the ground screaming."

Please note figures of losses from both sides as per 20 July (mid day) reported by the UN office
for the Coordination for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA):

375 Palestinians killed, including at least 270 civilians, of whom 83 are children and 36 women
20 Israelis killed, including two civilians and 18 soldiers.

3,008 Palestinians injured, of whom 904 are children and 533 women
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More than 100,000 Palestinians displaced, including 84,000 hosted at 61
UNRWA schools 43 % of Gaza’s territory affected by evacuation warnings or declaration of ‘no-go

zones’

Further details attached in the PDF report from OCHA and in UNRWA web link

http://www.unrwa.org/

We call upon the YMCA movement to practice its pressure in the international
community in order to put an end to this tragedy. Having Hamas ruling party in Gaza
does not provide any justification to make massacres and kill innocent civilians by
Israel. We believe that Governments and all civilized nations should be accountable and
take responsibility to stop bloodshed and violence with immediate effect and call to restore
just peace in the holy land.

May Lord bring peace, love and justice and restore genuine peace between the Israelis
and the Palestinians.

Thanks again for your support and solidarity

Best regards
Suheil, General Secretary,
YMCA Gaza
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